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The EU Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC) was i ntroduced in The EU Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC) was i ntroduced in Norwegian legislation as a regulation Norwegian legislation as a regulation 
in force from 01.01.2007. The in force from 01.01.2007. The EEA EEA committeecommittee decideddecided to to includeinclude EU WFD as part EU WFD as part ofof AnnexAnnex XX XX 
((environmentenvironment ) ) ofof thethe EEA EEA ––agreement at 28.09.2007. agreement at 28.09.2007. BecauseBecause ofof costcost ofof implementationimplementation involvedinvolved it it hadhad
to be to be formallyformally approvedapproved by by thethe NorwegianNorwegian National National AssemblyAssembly onon thethe basis basis ofof ArticleArticle 26 in 26 in thethe NorwegianNorwegian
ConstitutionConstitution beforebefore thethe final final recognitionrecognition at 12.02.2009.at 12.02.2009. This presentation explores the impact of the EU This presentation explores the impact of the EU 
Water Framework Directive on Norwegian Water Manage ment. The EU Water Framework Directive on Norwegian Water Manage ment. The EU Water Framework Directive Water Framework Directive 
reorganized the Norwegian Water Management system f rom being secreorganized the Norwegian Water Management system f rom being sec tor divided and performed without tor divided and performed without 
holistic regional intentions. A consequence in the legal framewoholistic regional intentions. A consequence in the legal framewo rk has been to achieve a regional rk has been to achieve a regional 
organization of water management and higher integra tion between organization of water management and higher integra tion between sector authorities in the field of water sector authorities in the field of water 
management. It has introduced a new planning tool f or water manamanagement. It has introduced a new planning tool f or water mana gement and also addressed the need gement and also addressed the need 
for monitoring programs of water resources. In addi tion it is bafor monitoring programs of water resources. In addi tion it is ba sed on an ecosystem approach to water sed on an ecosystem approach to water 
resources, but the specific approach has some limit ations that iresources, but the specific approach has some limit ations that i s dealt with in this presentation. In this s dealt with in this presentation. In this 
presentation the relation between water resources a nd land use ipresentation the relation between water resources a nd land use i s analyzed based on the experience s analyzed based on the experience 
that can be withdrawn from a comparative analysis o f the first wthat can be withdrawn from a comparative analysis o f the first w ave of water management plans (2009) ave of water management plans (2009) 
in Norway. The directive raises also some interesti ng legal quesin Norway. The directive raises also some interesti ng legal ques tions relating to for example aquaculture tions relating to for example aquaculture 
and interaction between sea water and freshwater sy stems and theand interaction between sea water and freshwater sy stems and the question of ecological potential in question of ecological potential in 
regulated streams. Some of these issues are particu lar for Norwaregulated streams. Some of these issues are particu lar for Norwa y and others are questions to be dealt y and others are questions to be dealt 
with on an European level. Among the most interesti ng aspects iswith on an European level. Among the most interesti ng aspects is the connection between ecological the connection between ecological 
indicators, physical/ chemical indicators and norma tive rules seindicators, physical/ chemical indicators and norma tive rules se t in the directive, which add a dynamic t in the directive, which add a dynamic 
content to the legislative framework content to the legislative framework –– this legislative technique is new to Norwegian wate r managementthis legislative technique is new to Norwegian wate r management ..
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